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In 1974, Alex and Betty 
Pappas started the St. Marys 
Summer Track Festival (Track 
Festival). The track meets 
attracted hundreds of par-
ticipants from various states 
bedecked in running shorts, 
shirts, and track shoes, in 
order to compete in run-
ning, jumping, and throwing 
events, against others of equal 
ability and age. The event 
was able to garner enough 
financial support to build an 
all-weather track in Riverside 
Park. The Pappas’s believed in 
the “Fitness of Mind and Body 
for young and old, through 
the Spirit of Competition.” 
The Pappas left town and the 
Recreation Board wanted 
to continue the festival in a 
diminished fashion, but if 
the festival was altered in any 
way, the Pappas’s asked that a 

different name be used – 1980 
was the last Track Festival. In 
1989, the Track Festival’s track 
was removed to make room 
for another ball diamond, 
which was part of an $80,000 
“Ball Diamonds Project” that 
was completed in 1990. The 
project included the setting 
of new utility poles, instal-
lation of lights, fencing, the 
relocation of diamond #3, 
as well as the addition of 
diamond #4. (USD 321 con-
tributed $5,000 towards the 
project). Prior to the project 
there were three diamonds, 
two of which were inside of 
the Track Festival’s track. 

In 1993, a representative of 
the St. Marys Historical Soci-
ety and the Oregon Trail Com-
mittee asked the city com-
mission to build a stage in the 
northwest corner of Riverside 
Park. On Monday, February, 

22, 1993, the Recreation Com-
mission (RC) held a public 
hearing on the proposed stage/
gazebo. At the public hearing, 
the RC supported the project, 
but failed to recommend its 
approval because it would 
require reallocating capital 
improvement funds already 
dedicated to other projects. 
(The cost of the gazebo was 
estimated at $24,000, plus an 
additional $6,000 that would 
be absorbed by the city depart-
ments.) The city commission 
approved the project and de-
cided to use $6,000 budgeted 
for landscaping the Railroad 
Park, and $18,000 from the 
new swimming pool sinking 
fund however, the total cost of 
the project, not including the 
in-kind labor, was reportedly 
over $40,000.

RiveRside PaRk: 
vox PoPuli (PaRt 6)

Maurice Cordell
Special to the Star

The sixth grade students 
at St. Marys Grade School 
are helping the Legion Aux-
iliary honor our veterans on 
Poppy Day by making post-
ers. The posters will be on 
display at local businesses. 
Eileen Pearl, Pat Brownell, 
and Rita Muckenthaler re-
cently visited with the stu-
dents and their art teacher, 
Danille Osterhaus, and ex-

plained how the “Poppy” 
became so significant to the 
Legion Auxiliary programs.

The World Wide Poppy 
program provides advan-
tages to veterans and the 
community. Hospitalized 
veterans make the flowers 
to distribute each year. By 
doing this, they are able 
to make a small wage and 
the physical and mental 
activity provides them 
with therapeutic benefits.

The poppy is a symbol 
of sacrifice and is worn 
by Auxiliary members to 
honor the men and women 
who served and died for 
our country in all wars, in-
cluding the global war on 
terrorism. Poppy Day will 
be Friday, May 15 in our 
community. The ladies of 
the Legion Auxiliary will 
distribute the poppies and 
receive donations that will 
go to our veterans.

Students honor veterans 
with Poppy Day posters

Pam Sumner
Special to the Star

Photo courtesy of the City of St. Marys

Pictured is a view of the tennis courts prior to transitionining from asphalt to concrete.

Mrs. Kincaid’s sixth grade class poses for a photo with their Poppy Day photos.

Mrs. VanGilder’s sixth grade class poses for a photo with their Poppy Day photos.
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See RiveRside, Page 4

An award-winning bottle 
of Blackberry Cabernet 
isn’t the only specialty that 
Rosewood Winery, based 
out of Great Bend, Kan, 
should be known for. With 
its smooth taste of black-
berry, complemented by a 
slight acidic tartness, the 
drink is a signature blend 
because of its sweet but 
strong personality, not un-
like qualities expressed by 

the real champions of Rose-
wood- its employees.

Rosewood Winery em-
ploys people with devel-
opmental disabilities who 
produce and hand-bottle 
quality wine that is distrib-
uted throughout Kansas, 
now including DeVader 
Liquor Store in St. Marys. 
The winery itself is located 
on Rosewood Ranch, one of 
the facilities of Rosewood 
Services, a fully-licensed 

Heather Perry
Star Reporter

Kansas winery ProViDes oPPortunity for 
DeVeloPMentally DisableD

wish her a happy
Mothers day on 

  May 10th!

hoMe is where 
your MoM is 

Photo courtesy of Rosewood Services

Creations from the Heart– rosewood operates a winery outlet store in downtown Great bend, known as rosewood wine Cellar. the 
store provides a rustic, ranch-elegance shopping opportunity for customers. not only are shoppers able to purchase award-winning 
handcrafted wines, but they can customize a gift basket and fill it full of special products that include specialty meats, jellies, honey 
and wine crackers, bath products, candles, and horsehair pottery. all rosewood Creations products are made by rosewood client-
employees, so any purchase helps to employ people with developmental disabilities. the bronze, shown outside rosewood wine 
Cellar, is titled “the bucket list” and provides a distinct appearance for a distinct store. rosewood owner tammy Hammond donated 
three bronzes to the City of Great bend in 2012, which are all showcased in the downtown area.

See Rosewood, Page 4

Photo courtesy of Rosewood Services

Model employee– rosewood winery employee Jimmy wonsetler holds 
a bottle of wine in front of rosewood winery, located in Pawnee rock, 
Ks. the winery job helped wonsetler prepare for a career outside of 
rosewood as well. He currently works at walmart in Great bend, while 
still working a few days a week at rosewood winery. the winery opened 
on oct. 18, 2012. although there are hundreds of wineries in the nation, 
and a couple dozen of them in Kansas, rosewood winery is the first 
in north america devoted to providing employment opportunities to 
people with developmental disabilities.
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service provider for people 
with developmental dis-
abilities that was founded 
in 1998. According to its 
website, Rosewood strives 
to “foster independence, 
inclusion and productivity 
through education, work, 
recreation and housing.”

The organization pro-
vides case management, 
residential, medical and 
employment services while 
offering job training op-
portunities for its horse 
ranch, furniture gallery, 
greenhouse and garden, art 
studio, industrial kitchen 
and winery. There are about 
170 clients at Rosewood and 
about the same number of 
employees.

“We provide our clients 
with a network of security 
so that they can operate to 
the independent level that 
they are able to, but still 
have that safety net to help 
them through their life-
time,” said Michael Dawes, 
Director of Marketing for 
Rosewood Services.

Some of Rosewood’s cli-
ents partake in minimal 
services, while others utilize 
most all of them. It’s up to 
the individual or his or her 
guardian to choose what 
they become involved with. 
The goal is to mainstream 
clients into the community 
with regular jobs. All of the 
client-employees that apply 
and interview for Rosewood 
jobs go through the hiring 
process and then are mea-
sured by job performance 
reviews. Some that do end 
up working at jobs in places 
like Dillons and True Value 

still choose to work one or 
two days a week at Rose-
wood to maintain a connec-
tion with the organization.

The ranch offers its cli-
ent-employees the opportu-
nity to take part in therapy 
riding. According to the 
North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Associa-
tion (NARHA), therapeutic 
riding helps children and 
adults with physical, cogni-
tive and emotional chal-
lenges find independence 
and strength through horse 
interaction. About 12 spe-
cifically chosen and trained 
horses at the ranch have 
calm temperaments that 
provides a safe, nonjudg-
mental base that riders who 
experience challenges like 
autism, cerebral palsy and 
multiple sclerosis can feel 
comfortable around. Rose-
wood also has a children’s 
day each Friday, where 
about a dozen kids get to 
experience therapy riding.

The winery produces 
over 20 varieties of sweet 
and dry wine. All of the 
wines that are sold out of 
Rosewood Cellars in down-
town Great Bend and other 
liquor stores across Kansas 
are named after the most 
memorable horses used in 
its therapeutic riding pro-
gram, both past and present. 
Dawes said that it takes a 
“special horse to become 
a therapy horse,” which is 
why the horses are revered 
for their service.

Names include: Peponita 
Pop Top (used to name a 
Pinot Noir), Ermosa (a 
Merlot), Daisy May Good 
(a Moscato), Ima Flashy 
Investment (an exotic fruits 
Zinfandel) and Boots Made 
For Walking (the signature 
Blackberry Cabernet).

A winery might seem 
like an odd choice for Rose-
wood, but Founder and 
Executive Director, Tammy 
Hammond is unorthodox 
in her approach towards 
providing services to the 
developmentally disabled.

“She definitely does not 
want any institutionaliza-
tion of her agency,” Dawes 
said. “She wants to assure 
that people get real and 
unique opportunities, not 
just something everyone 
else is doing.”

Dawes said that client-
employees at the winery 
develop a sense of worth 
knowing that the items they 
are producing on a daily 
basis are actually being sold 
to the public and being joy-
fully consumed.

Rosewood Winery does 
not just have quality wine, 
but quality people that 
make it all possible. Its em-
ployees work passionately 
to develop skills that will 
be used throughout their 
lifetimes. As they pursue 
their dreams, they celebrate 
life, as we all should, while 
drinking a glass of robust 
Boots Made For Walking.

 That’s just what I’ll do.
According to Paul Mc-

Cartney (presumably), an 
A+ in trigonometry will 
never mean as much as a 
perfect score on a Beatle-
mania pop quiz. For at least 
one period for St. Marys 
Junior/Senior High School 
students next year, boring 
classes will be so Yesterday, 
and studying concert foot-
age for college credit will be 
just another part of a Hard 
Day’s Night.

Two new classes will 
be available for music and 
theater lovers at SMHS 
next year. Both will be 
taught by instrumental 
instructor, Kirsten Hoog-
straten. Music History and 
Appreciation will focus 
on teaching high school 
students how to appreciate 
different styles of music. 
Teenagers will experience 
every realm of musical 
relevance. Whether the 

sound of classical orches-
tration will make their ears 
bleed or inspire their most 
beautiful daydreams is 
yet to be determined. The 
class will also seek to de-
f ine the boundaries of 
music and how styles have 
morphed from ancient 
times to now. The school is 
working to get it available 
for college credit through 
Highland C ommunity 
College so that students 
can use it as their fine arts 
requirement.

(On a   s ide  note ,  i f 
Bieber Fever can be ratio-
nally explained in the cur-
riculum, this writer will 
immediately enroll to bet-
ter understand why such a 
sound is at the forefront of 
popular music today.)

The second class offered 
will  be Music Theater. 
Hoogstraten will instruct 
on how its popularity and 
styling has changed over 
the years and students will 
learn the basics of how 

to put on a musical and 
apply stage makeup. This 
will lead up to the school’s 
musical in the fall, when 
students in the class will 
participate in making it a 
success.

Good luck to all future 
Gene Kellys who now have 
a way to express themselves 
at SMHS!
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ANOTHER COW CREEK OPRY – THAT YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS

Cow Creek Opry Performs
“The Legends”

2 Great Shows at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Doors will open 1 hour before each show.

Tickets: $8.00 donation adults,
12 years and under Free with an adults paid admission.

There will be food served at each show, including Hot Beef Sand- wiches,  
mashed potatoes, green beans, homemade pie and more.

Be sure and come early to enjoy good food, good friends 
and a GREAT Country Music Show.

Come and see if your favorite Country Legend is  
performed by one of the Cow Creek Opry Entertainers.

Each entertainer will perform a different Country  
Music Legend. Step back in time as these entertainers dress like, 

look like and sound like Country Legends.
This show will be a fun time for all ages. Hope to see you there.

For more information, call Terry Jordan, 785-948-3355  
or e-mail teejay3244@yahoo.com

Havensville Community Center, Havensville, KS
Saturday, May 09, 2015

•	Purina	Show	Feed
•	Animal	Health
•	Pet	Food
•	Grass	Seed

•	Grain	Handling
•	Seed
•	Fertilizer
•	Chemicals
•	Custom	Application
•	Farm	Supplies

Music theateR to be 
offeRed at sMhs

heather Perry
Star Reporter

The tennis courts were 
part of the original design of 
the park. In 1990, over five 
thousand dollars was spent 
to resurface the courts. In 
2000, the city received a 
Local Government Out-
door Recreation Grant, for 
one-half of the $42,080 re-
quired to transition from an 
asphalt surface to a concrete 
surface, the installation 
of new fencing, as well as 
addition of the current bas-
ketball court. Prior to the 
basketball court there were 
two backboards on the west 
side of the tennis courts.

Through the  years 
new pieces of playground 
equipment were added 
from time-to-time, how-
e ver  t hanks  to  s ome 
friends, the playground 
got a makeover in 2010. 
The “Friends of the Park” 
(Friends) began when four 
concerned mothers met 
at a local coffee shop in 
August of 2007 to discuss 
improving Riverside Park. 
They wanted to construct 
a high quality, low main-
tenance playground that 
was safe and accessible, 
refurbish the bathrooms in 
the concession stand that 
the Jaycees built in 1976 
(bathrooms were not added 
to the concession stand un-
til 1995), and install fitness 
stations along the walking 
trail. In October of 2007, 
they began fundraising, 
and through 17 fundrais-
ers, would eventually raise 
about $29,000. When it 
was time to design the 
playground they followed 
the design process tem-
plate provided by the New 
Hampshire based Learning 
Structures, which included 
a “Planning Day” that en-
abled over 300 children to 
influence the design of the 
play system.

In 2010, the Friends 
applied for a Small Com-
munities Improvement 
Grant requesting $75,000. 
The grant application con-
tained various letters of 
support and had 256 vol-

unteers sign up to help. The 
grant was approved, and 
when the donated labor, 
materials, and equipment, 
etc. were taken into con-
sideration, an estimated 
$181,195 park upgrade re-
sulted during the summer 
of 2010. (In The Races and 
Riverside Park, Dorothy 
Hoobler asked, “Did you 
ever wonder why River-
side Park has that ‘funny-
looking’ slippery slide?” 
Hoobler gave no direct 
answer as to “why,” but 
explained that the slide 
was the judge’s stand from 
the horseracing days that 
had been converted into 
a slide. During the 2010 
park improvement project 
the slides were removed 
and the judge’s stand was 
refurbished and turned in 
to a “look-out” tower.)

Although the main 
swimming pool has had the 
same footprint for over 90 
years, there have been some 
changes and upgrades to it 
and the facility. Until 1948 
the pool was not fenced, 
that year, however, a 5-foot 
tall “non-climbable” fence 
was erected as a result of a 
recommendation from the 
State Board of Health. Even 
with the fence it proved dif-
ficult to keep people out of 
the pool at night, in 1953 
a tougher ordinance was 
adopted that would fine 
trespassers “not less than 
$5 nor more than $25” for 
entering the facility after 
hours without permission. 
In 1953, Sidney Urbansky 
considered adding rest-
room facilities to the shel-
ter house, but that idea 
was flushed. Then the city 
commission considered 
building a “comfort station” 
to the east of the bathhouse, 
but some folks did not the 
smell of that idea. It was 
finally decided to incorpo-
rate public restroom facili-
ties into the bathhouse.

In June of 1958, the State 
Board of Health adopted a 
resolution urging all com-
munities with the fill-and-
draw type swimming pools 
to consider upgrading to a 

recirculating type swim-
ming pool. In November 
of 1962, tentative plans for 
modernizing the pool and 
bathhouse were discussed. 
Deficiencies cited for the 
bathhouse included it be-
ing located at the deep end 
of the pool and the need 
for better ventilation (this 
was an era when the state 
was promoting bathhouses 
without roofs), whereas the 
pool needed an automatic 
chlorinating system, new 
guttering, sandblasting, 
painting, and the perimeter 
needed new lights. The Star 
wrote, “Although the 40-
year old swimming pool 
was more than adequate in 
its day, it does not meet the 
requirements of modern 
swimming pools.”

The city’s engineer, 
Charlie West of Bartlett 
& West Engineers, esti-
mated that a new bath-
house would cost $15,000, 
the filtering equipment 
would cost $15,000, and 
the piping, new walks, new 
gutters, new lights, and a 
new wading pool would 
also all cost $15,000. The 
original wading pool was 
constructed in 1923, and 
was located north of the 
bathhouse, where the filter-
ing vessels are now located. 
The current wading pool 
was constructed in 1965 
as part of the improve-
ment project that included 
the filtering system, and a 
refurbished bathhouse. In 
1986, a proposed $50,000 
remodel was planned for 
the bathhouse, with the 
city commission applying 
for a $25,000 grant. Al-
though the grant was not 
received, the bathhouse 
was enlarged, refurbished, 
and reconfigured the fol-
lowing year to its current 
design, which prompted 
one city commissioner to 
comment that new bath-
house configuration was 
not an improvement. In 
2015, the city commission 
approved the renovation of 
the bathhouse floor, cover-
ing the tile with an epoxy.

RiveRside
Continued from Page 1

Please see the Mothers Day 
DeVader Liquor Store ad on pg 10

Rosewood
Continued from Page 1

Photo courtesy of Rosewood Services

Grape Grower– rosewood client-employee amy wigren holds up a grape bunch during har-
vest. rosewood maintains several acres of grape vineyards on its ranch, north of Pawnee rock, 
where client-employees help to grow and harvest the crops. along with several varieties of grapes, 
rosewood also grows blackberries, strawberries, pears and apples at its ranch. besides making wine 
with some of the fruit that is grown, rosewood utilizes its harvest to make jellies at its industrial 
Kitchen on north washington in Great bend.
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Fine Jewelry 
Jewelry Repair 

Watch & Clock 
Repair 

422 Lincoln
Wamego, KS 66547

785-456-9400

Stop in and see our baby gift items.

Berner Jewelry
Audity Ally

and Watch Battery Replacement

Janet Figge Agency
114 S.6th St. • St Marys, KS 66536-0057
(785) 437-2274 • jfigge@amfam.com

1-800-MY AMFAM • AMFAM.COM

14 years

ROSSVILLE TRUCK 
& TRACTOR
12635 US HWY 24
ROSSVILLE KS 
785-584-6195

100 years

520 W. Bertrand, St. Marys
437-2967
stmaryspharmacy.com

St. MaryS 
InSurance agency
Fred W. goodson
We represent many top companies
Auto • Home • Commercial • Life Flood  
• Mobile Home

105 E. Bertrand • St. Mary’s
Bus: (785) 437-3772
Fax: (785) 437-6381

785-437-2478
113 W. Bertrand Ave • St Marys 

www.stmarysauto.com

Dora's Closet & Antiques

411 N Main • Rossville, KS 66533
7 8 5 - 6 3 3 - 1 1 8 9

M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-2

L & L AUTOMOTIVE  
& CLASSICS
410 W Bertrand
Saint Marys, KS 66536
785-437-3724

D e v a D e r  L i q u o r  S t o r e
523 W BERTRAND • SAINT MARYS KS 66536 • (785) 437-2960

Doug’s Pharmacy and 
Flowermart
430 N Main St 

Rossville, KS 66533
(785) 584-6722

444 N Main St
Rossville, Kansas
(785) 584-6030

http://www.cwponline.com/

415 E. Bertrand, St. Marys
800 • 477 • 3130

contract@cwponline.com

Country Chic’ Hair &
Nail Salon 

444 N Main St. Suite B
Rossville, KS 66533

785-220-0790
785-584-6242

Kansas Hardwoods, Inc.
22620 Highway 24
Belvue, KS 66407
785-456-8141

w w w . k a n s a s h a r d w o o d s . c o m

Serving Northeast Kansas 
Residential & Farm Sales,  

Appraisals & Auctions
St. Marys, KS

437 - 6007

Pearl Real Estate
& Appraisal Svs., Inc.

YO HAPPY MO DAY

Photo taken by Patrick Murtha

On Sunday, May 3, 93 children from St. Mary’s Academy received their first Holy Communion. Reverend John Bourbeau, assisted by Reverend Isaac Delmanowski as the deacon and Reverend John 
MacFarland as the subdeacon, was the celebrant for the Mass.

Photo taken by Bill Flannigan

Father Raymond May, Pastor of Immaculate Parish, celebrated 
the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, April 26, 2015 for the second grade 
students who received First Communion. Front row: Connall Ste-
venson, Emma Zemek, Kaylee Anderson, Samantha Henderson, 
Trevor Carlson. Second row: Elizabeth Harris (teacher), Brayden 
Hager, Isabell Harris, Addison Figge, Hayden Heim, Kaycee Sing-
hDhillon, Angela Downey (teacher) and Fr. Raymond May.

St. Mary’s Academy First Holy Communion

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH FIRST COMMUNION


